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FEATURE: shippingsoftware

Oneofthebetter featuresof integratedgraphics facilities
suchasECDISorchart radar is theabilityto layerpreviously
separatesystemsacrossonescreen.Takingtheconcept
further, there isnowtheabilitytomakeuseofmorethan
justpurenavigationsystemsbyaddingcomplementary
servicessuchasweatherandtidal informationalongwith
morerecent innovations.

Withthis inmind,AppliedWeatherTechnology(AWT)
has integratedGoogleEarth into its fleetmanagement
system. ItsGlobalViewproductmakesfulluseofGoogle’s
highlyvisual,easily interpretedfunctionalitytoenable
fleetmanagerstoaccessandanalyse largeamountsofdata
fromdissimilarsources.

Usingthis tool,AWTemploys itsknowledgeofweather
routeingtoenhancesafetyandcutfuelconsumption.This
system,whichmakesuseofcolour-codedsymbols, can
alsocheckthatavessel’sheadingandsailingtimematch
thesailingplan–animportantconsideration,giventhat
avessel that isoffcourseorbehindoraheadoftimecould
result in it failingtoreachportonschedule.Systemssuch
asthisareanextensionoftraditionalweatherrouteing
serviceswiththeadvantagethattheshipaswellas
charterershavedirectaccesstothedata

AWT’s latestGlobalViewfeatures incorporateNATOdata
onwarriskandembargoareasandthetrackingofpirates,
tohelpmerchantships identifypiratemotherships,areas
ofhijackingactivityandattackgroupoperatingzones.
Anotheraspect is themonitoringofalertsonroguewaves,
whicharedefinedasextremeorabnormalwavesofmore
thantwicethesupposedsignificantwaveheight ina
particulararea.

Forthesecondnewenhancement,AWThasestablished
howthevagariesofairpressure,wind,waveandcurrents
of individualserviceroutes interactwiththevariousvessel
typessailingthese lines.Thecompany’smeteorologists,
forecastersandrouteanalystshavecross-referencedtheir
knowledgewithdifferentships’age,size, type,cargo,
draughtandsoforth, toprovidespecialisedservices.
Operatorsandownersoftankers,bulkers,break-bulk

carriers, linersandpurecarandtruckcarriers receive
informationfromAWT’sBonVoyage(BVS)optimisation
softwaretohelpthemoperate inacost-efficient, timely
andenvironmentallyawarefashion.

Denver,Colorado-basedJeppesenunveiledanew
maritimefleetmanagement informationsystemcalled
FleetManagerattheSMMexhibition inSeptember2010.
It isan interactivedisplayofaship’sprogresspresentedon
professionalnavigationalcharts,withthepotential for
weatheroverlay.

Theweb-basedsystemprovidesshoresidemanagers
withup-to-datedataaccordingtoplannedandreal-time
conditionsandprovidesanalytic toolsusingdatafromeach
ship’spassagetoprovide insightsthathelpshipowners
managetheir fleets.

Withsomuchemphasisontherequirementsfor
ECDISandelectronicnavigationcharts, severalchart
managementsolutionsandrelatedproductsandservices
havebeendesignedto interactwithanumberof fleet
optimisationtools.Forexample,FleetManager interacts
withJeppesen’sC-MAPchartsandVesselandVoyage
OptimizationSolution(VVOS), toprovideshipowners
andoperatorswithacomparisonofplannedrouteand
historical track,extimatedtimeofarrivalandvariance
figures, severemotionandweatherwarningsand
slowdownalerts.

JeppesenFleetManagerwasdesignedasatool that
wouldbeusedbyofficepersonnel, includingserviceand
trade,shipoperations, technical, commercial/chartering,
portandcargooperationsandthecharterer.Thesystemis
offeredasanonlineservicetosubscribers,whousealogin
andsecurebrowserconnection inordertoaccessthedata
onships’performance.

ShipmanagementsoftwareprovidersBASSandStar
InformationSystems(SIS),whichhadbeentryingtoget
afoothold inthefleetmanagementmarket,endedtheir
troubledrelationshipearlythisyear.BASSdecidedtosell
its stake inSISwhenthelatteraskedshareholders for
additional fundinginJune.

Thetwocompanies joinedforces in1999,whenOslo-
basedBASSboughta34%stake infellowNorwegian
maritimeITcompanySIStoextenditsproductrangeand
geographical reach.

Aspartof itsaimtousemainstreamtoolsand
developmentplatforms,BASSmodelled its toolboxfor
streamliningandautomatingshipoperations–the
BASSnetfleetmanagementsystem–onMicrosoft.NET.
Followingthelaunchof its latestBASSnet2.7software
suite,BASSsays itwill investthemoneyfromtheSISsale in
thedevelopmentof itsexistingproducts.

Laterthisyear,SISwill releasetwonewsoftware
systems:StarFleetSupplyManagement(StarFSM)and
StarFleetDashboard.StarFSMisdescribedasatool that
will changethewaymaritimepurchasersdobusiness,
whileStarFleetDashboard isadeviceformonitoring
keyperformance indicatorsandtrends; it canthenbe
integratedwithbusinesssoftwaretoprovidegroundsfor
decision-making.

Star Information&PlanningSystem(Star IPS) is
designedtohelpshipownersandrig-ownerstohandleship
andrigmaintenance,assets,drydockandrepairprojects
andaccidentsandnon-conformities.Theusercanalso
keeptrackofguaranteesandclaimsfornewbuildingsand
equipment, insurancepoliciesandclaims,documents,
spreadsheets, imagesandvideos. s

Fleet management is all-encompassing

AWT’s Global View uses
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